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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

_AGDA-A (M) (25 May 71) FOR OT UT 704254 14 June 1971

SUBJE( Operational Report - Lessons learned, Headquarters, 7th B
: Squadron, 17th Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1970 (U) SR

o A ;;?T
SEE DISTRIBUTION {f"i o 55 a7l \!

;i

b o
LIUiL}{'iH',jiJ Uslh
1. The attached report is forwarded for review and evaluation in e

accordance with para 4b, AR 525-15.

2. The information contained in this report is provided to insure
that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit
of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training
material.

3. Information of actions initiated as a result of your evaluation
should be forwarded to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
ATTN: FOR OT UT within 90 days of receipt of this letter.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: /
2

M%D L

. BOWERS T

1 Incl VERNE
as Major General, USA _ Soar
The Adjutant General R
DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command
US Army Materiel Command
Commandants AT
US Army War College wr
US Army Command and General Staff College _ e
US Army Armor School o e
US Army Aviation School &
US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Engineer School o
US Army Field Artillery School N
US Army Infantry School -
US Army Institute for Military Assistance
US Army Ordnance School

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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3 CONFIDENTIAL |

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 7TH SQUADRON 17TH CAVALRY
APO San Francisco 96494

AVBACB-GB 12 November 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)
) SEE DISTRIBUTION i

1. (C) Section 1. Operations: Significant Activities:

a. General:

(1) This report covers the period from 1 August through 31
October 1970 and is submitted in accordance with AR 525-15, USARV Reg 525-15,
and 17th Aviation Group (Combat) Regulation 525-15.

(2) Mission: To perform reconnaissance, surveillance and security
for Free World Forces in the 11 Military Region. To engd,2 in combat as an
economy of forces unit and provide limited anti-tank defense. One or more of
the units may be planed in support of a major ground unit.

(3) Organization Structure: The Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry is located at Camp Holloway (AR 800465), Pleiku, Republic of Vietnam,
and is Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Ernest A. Smart. Troops A, B, and D
are collocated with the Squadron Headquarters and Troop C is located at Camp
Radcliff (BR 704480), An Khe, Republic of Vietnam. The Squadron has its full
complement of cavalry troops as provided by MTOE 17-95T. (See Inclosure 1
for a list of subordinate units reflecting the organizational structure.)

(4) Tactical Posture: At the beginning of the reporting period
the troops were in general support of the 4th Infantry Division, the 11
Military Region, the 173rd Airborne Brigacde. Additional changes in the tactical
posture of the squadron occurred during the reporting period. On 15 September
1970 the squadron assumed operational control of D Troop, 2nd Squadron, lst
Cavalry, which on 1 October 1970 became K Troop, 17th Cavalry. During the
reporting period Troops A and B supported the 4th Infantry Division and the
22nd ARVN Division. Troop C supported the 173rd Airborne Brigade with D Troop
remaining under the squadron control. Troop K supported the 23rd ARVN Division.

b. (C) Personnel:

(1) During the reporting period, the following major changes in
.ommand and staff occurred.

(a) LTC Ernest A. Smart 007-26-0038 assumed command of the
Squadron on 7 September 1970, replacing LTC Rudolph B. De France 038-26-0859.

FOR OT UT
704254 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR WTERVALS;
Inelodure CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIHED AFTER 12 VEARS.




CONFIDENTIAL

AV3ACB~GB 12 Jovember 197C
SUBJECT: Opcrational Repcrt - Lessms Learned, Tth Squadron, 17th Cavalyy,
Pericd Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPM=GS (R2) (U)

(b) MAJ James B, Trusscl L3Le56~107L asgumcd cawmend of A
Troop on 18 August 1970, replacing MAJ Rcbert Lo Rackley 2ul-li8-8326.

(c) MAJ Glemn P, Carr L43-32«5206 assumed camand of B Troop
on 30 September 1970, replacing MAJ Leightan 0, Haselgrove 267-60=9258,

(d) CPIr Michael D. Servitelle 56-62+6808 assumed ccmmand of
D Trocp 10 September 1970, replacing CPP Vincent J. Falconic 076=30-57h9

(e) CPT Walter L. Duckworth Jre 439-58-9959 assumed duties
as Squadron S=3 on 31 August 1970, replacing MAJ Billy J, Dowling Sr. L17-30-
3016,

(£) CPT Peter A. Kacersnis Ol3-36=3837 assume” duties as
Squadrcn S=1 ou 5 August 1970, replacing CPT Xcancth Go Lininger 161=38-3016.

(g) 1T Jorry A. Zock 306-Uli=06C3 assumed cuties as squadroen
Se2 w 19 September 1970, replacing CFT Dale L. Dunham 537-50-2L06,

' (h) CPT Rcnald V. Purgess L34=506~8580 assumed commnonct cf HHT
on 26 Scptember 1970, replacing CPT Lester Co.Helmke L12-56-8190.

e e e g — ==

(2) Tnit Strength and Miscellanecus Related Deta i8 attached at
Inclosure 2,

{C) Intelligences

(1) During the reporting period, the S-2 Sccticn activitics

includeds

SECRET Clearanccs Yalidoted - L6

SECKET Clcarances Granted = 0

SECRET Clcarances Initiated = 2

TP SECRET Clearances V4. idated - 6

TOP SECRET Cluarances Initiatcd =1

Sceurity Debricfing - 78

Escape and Evasicn Debricfing « 0

(2) Intelligence Summary far the Squadrcn's tactical arca cf
intercst is as f(lluwss

Encmy activity in the highlend and coastal previnces wos at
a low lovel during the reparting peried with the exception cf slisht incroascs
in activity during the halidays and electicns in late August a2nd during the Folle
Wintcr Campaigh's Sccund Phase begining late Scptamber. Areas cf greatest enesge
activity were in the ccastal provinces, with Binh Dinh Frovince being the most
active, Enemy aclivity in all prcvinces wos characterized by small unit, geerills
activitics includine stanc-cff attacks, ambushcs, saopper attacks and torririst and
pelitical activities, Throughcut the reporting period the cnemy aveidel contact
and cincentrated on resupply, food procucticn and training. Enomy troining and
rvorpani~atica during the reperting pericd amphasized small unit tactics md rce
oricntation toward rerilla tactics,

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GB 12 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, l7th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

d. (C) Operations: (Operational Statistics attached is inclosure

3).
(1) Troop A during the reporting period operated ir. support

of the 22 ARVN Division in the Pleiku area and the 4th Infantry Division in the
vicinity of An Khe. On 8 August while wecrking northeast of Pleiku A Troop LOH's
observed a large enemy force which they engaged, resulting in 15 KBA's. The
Aero Rifle Platoon was inserted, resulting in 5 enemy KIA's and 5 CIA. There
were no friendly losses. Enemy equipment captured included 1000 primers, 2500
rounds of AK/47 ammunition, 2 B/40 rocket launchers, 1 RPG launcher with sight,
2500 blasting caps, 6 AK/47 rifles and an assortment of enemy field gear.
For the next 3 days A Troop continued working to the northeast of Pleiku with
no further sightings of the enemy. From 11 thru 24 August the troop worked
around FSB Oasis and northeast of Pleiku with no significant findings. On 25
August the ARP's were inserted on a storage structure and recovered some U.S.
equipment, NVA ruchsacks and 2 small arms. A Troop again inserted the ARP's
on several structures finding numerous military and religious documents. As
the ARP's were being extracted a UH-1H crashed in the LZ injuring 3 persons
slightly. The first days of September saw A Troop down due to weather. On
10 September while in support of an element from the 4th Infantry Division a
LOH received fire and crashed. The crew was evacuated with minor injuries.
The remainder of the month was spent supporting the 4th Infantry Division in
An Khe. On 27 September the troop observed one individual, gunships expended
and the ARP's were inserted. The ARP's observed 2 enemy KBA and approximately
14 structures were destroyed. Again on 30 September in the same area as the
last contact, observed 8 enemy soldiers taking evasive action. The enemy was
taken under fire resulting in 8 enemy KBA's. The troop continued to support
the 4th Infantry Division from 1 - 14 October with no significant findings.
On 15 October while working south of An Khe, the LOH's received heavy automatic
weapons fire. Air strikes were employed in the area with a secondary explosion
rising 2000 feet above the ground. The ARP's were inserted, finding only
scattered documents in the area. A Troop supported a unit of the 4th Infantry
Division that had an aircraft shot down on 20 October. The ARP's were inserted
to recover the bodies of two members under the aircraft. The bodies were
recovered without further incident. The last action of the reporting period
took place on 22 October when the LOH's observed a squad of enemy soldiers.
The ARP's were inserted and made contact with the enemy exchanging small arms
fire. The ARP's were extracted due to bad weather after a sweep of the area
was conducted. The sweep resulted in 125 lbs of rice, 2 claymores (US), 1
LAW and 1 - 8X15 structure, all of which were destroyed. For the reporcing
period A Troop recorded 25 KBA's, 5 KIA's, 5 CIA's, and the ARP were
inserted 13 times.

(2) B Troop during the reporting period supported the 4th
Infantry Division in the general vicinity of An Khe and the II Military Region
in the vicinity of Pleiku, Kontum and Phu Yen Province. During the period
1 - 16 August, B Troop operated southwest of An Khe in support of the 4th
Infantry Division. This operation resulted in three instances of ground to
alr fire with two aircraft receiving minor combat damage, and no significant
enemy movement and activity. From 17 - 27 August B Troop operated in support
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GB 12 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 October 1970. RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

of II Military Region in the Pleiku and Kontum area. Again there were two
instances of ground fire with one aircraft receiving minor combat damage. Three
enemy overnight rest areas were reported and ten hootches were destroyed.
Weather became a deterrent the first six days of September when B Troop once
agaln supported the II Military Region in the Pleiku area. Ground to air fire
was again reported twice, and the operations netted 1 VC/NVA. On 15 September
still in support of the II Military Region, Troop B supported the 22nd ARVN
Division (Forward) in the Dak To and Kontum area. This period netted little in
the way of significant findings, but with the integration and training of ARVN's
as an Aero Rifle Platoon, the period was considered extremely productive in put-
ting the final touches on their vraining with insertions and practical employ-
ment on the ground. B Troop trained &4 platoons of ARVN's to be employed as Aero
Rifle Platoons. On 24 September, B Troop was sent to Phu Hiep in support of the
22nd ARVN Division in an area northwest of Tuy Hoa. Enemy activity in the area
was heavy with instances of ground to air fire and two enemy KBA's. The area
produced one large training site with bleecher facilities which were destroyed
along with 8 hootches. From 26 September until 2 October B Troop worked in the
Pleiku area with the 3rd ARVN Armored Cavalry, and the 47th ARVN Infantry Reg-
iment. This operation resulted in 3 enemy KBA!s and sightings of stepped up
enemy activity in the Pleiku TAOR. From 3 - 9 October B Troop worked in the
Kontum-Tan Can Area. Weather again hampered operations and the actions of the
troop resulted in 1 enemy KBA. On 10 October, B Troop moved to the Phu Hiep
area again for a day operation which was very successful in the area of gather-
ing intelligence. Enemy activity in the area was heavy as evidenced by the
heavily traveled trails and farming in the remote areas. Twenty-two enemy
structures were destroyed by B Troop elements, and the ARVN Aero Rifle Platoon
was inserted to secure a downed LOH. The ARVN Aero Rifle Platoon was highly
commended for their efficiency while on the ground and the only difficulty
encountered was during the extraction phase when the ARVN's had some difficulty
re-entering the lift ships. This problem has been alleviated by adding straps
to the UH-1H's as hand holds to expedite re-entry. From 15 through 25 October,
B Troop worked in support of the 47th ARVN Regiment in the Pleiku TAOR south

and southwest of FSB Qasis in search of elements of the 95B, an NVA Regiment.
Encounters with elements of this unit resulted in 10 enemy KBA's. During the
remainder of the month B Troop continued to screen to the south and west of Oasis
in an attempt to reestablish contact with the enemy elements with no further
sightings of the enemy. During the period 1 August through 31 October B Troop
reported 17 enemy KBA.

(3) During the reporting period C Troop supported the 173rd
Airborne Brigade in the vicinity of LZ English and the 4th Infantry Division
in the area around An Khe. Reconnoitering south of LZ English with the 173rd
Airborme Brigade during 1 - 16 August the troop observed numerous caves, bunkers,
and structures, and the scouts received fire three (3) times resulting in 1
enemy KBA. On 14 August while observing a well used trail, C Troop found a
large bunker complex with one of the bunkers having a radio antenna. Gunships
and Airstrikes were employed with several secondary explosions being observed.

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AV3ACB=0B 12 Hevember 1970
SUBJECT: Operationil Repcrt - Lessone Learned, 7th Squadren, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1970. RCS CSFR-65 (R2) (V)

Also in the same arca was a structire ccmplex that was taken under fire by

the Air Frcce, resulting in several bunkers being destroyed, L enemy XBA's,

a recoileds rifle, 2 RPG launchers, and numercus B/LO rcunds. (n 17 Awust
through 27 August C Troop suppcrted the Lth Infantry Division in oper-tions
southecst of An Khe, with no simificant findings, During the periéd 27
August to 6 September whiler perfcrming. their missicn. ¢f. reaonnaissanco, C
Trocop receivéd enemy small arms fire twlce, with one LCH sustaining z sinzle
hit in the skid, 48 the trocp ccntinued to cbserve the area the sccuts re=-
ceived fire and weffe credited with 2 enemy KBA, On 7 September while ob-
serving a large cave cumplex a LCH received heavy small arms fire and croshed
with the crew being extractcd by the Cammand and Ccntrol aireraft. The
membars of the erew rcceived mincr injuries, Upon completion of the extracticn
the trcep was diverted tc assist an element that was in heavy centacte They
proevided cloge alr support along with calling in artillery and airstrikes.
Lfter the day's action, C Trocp was rcturning hume when they received intensc
51 Cal fire and obscrved an adr burst, fiirstrikes were called upen the arce,
but duc to darlmess no B was performeds For the remainder of Septomber

and Octcber, C Troop continued to support the 173rd fLirborne Brigade in all
quadrants arcumnd LZ English, The operaticns were greatly hindered by the
apprcaching bad weather, However, on 4 October while cbscrving a large bunkcr
camplex a LOH came under heavy 51 Cal firc and crashed, During the extracticn
of the erew a gunship (bscrved 7 cnemy soldiers flceing the arca. The cnemy wos
taken under fire, rcsulting in 7 NVA KBAs For the reparting nericd C Trocp
redcrted 10 enemy KBA's and the ARP's were inserted 6 times,

(4) Troc) D during the reporting pericd cenducted unit treining,
provided canvoy escort to 12 Casis, LZ Blackhawk, Kcntum City, and Camp Enardi,
and provided & ready rcacticn force for Cawp Hclloway, amd the squadran, and
provided secvrity at Lanc Lrmy Heliport, During the menth of .ugust, D Trocp
reperted twe (2) instmces of ground fire. On 13 Avgust while covering a canvey
to IZ Oasis L Trcop received sniper fire from wnknown scurces, sustaining ner-
ative hits or injurics. 4Again cn 15 Aumust while covering a convoy carrying
Class IIT an! V tc LZ Omsis, the trccp received light arms fire, sustaining
nc hits and the ccnvey procuocded to Qosis withcut further incidente On 15
August D Troop was tnsked to provide 15 men to Lane Army Helipart tc assist
in the sccurity ¢f the installaticn, (n 21 Auvgust cne nlatccn concucted a sweep
near Drazon Mountadn searching for parts of A Troop ILH that crnshed 16 Aurust
with nepative findings, The rest of the menth D Trcop provided a ready reactin
farce for the Squadrcen aXne with canvoy escorte (n 2 (cteber a platoon frem
D Trcop provided sccurity fcr a UH-1H fram Headquarters and Headquarters Trocp
that experienced engine failurc cn take cff frcm Camp Hcllownye. (n 15 October
a B Trocp LH=1G went down Aue tc enemy firce with the aircraft being sccured
initially by A Trcop Acro Nifle Platccn, M Treop relicved A Trocpts Acro
Rifle Platocn 2lens; with four (L) gun jeops fram the troop secured tho aireraft
until morning vhen it was lifted cut cf the areas. Fram 12 =« U Octeber the
trocp cancucted unit training of crew servod weapins at Centcuwr lowntaln Rmge,
On 30 Octeber D Troop previded convey escert for the SARV AGI Team frem Pleiku

to An Xhe and baek,
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBATBOB 12 Ncvember 1970
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repcrt = Lesscns Learned, 7th Squadran, 37 th Cavelry
Paricd Ending 31 Cctober 1970. RCS CSFR-65 (R2) (V)

(5) The Squadron assumed operatimal cantrol of D Troop, 2
Squadres , 1 Cavalry cn 15 September 1970 with & unit bding redesignated as K
Trcop, 17th Air Cavalry an 1 Octobers K Trocp during thg peporting pericd
operated in support of the 23rd ARWN Divisiwn in tr Binh Thuan, Lam Dong,
Tuyen Doc, Ninh Thuan and Binh Tuy Ptovinces. Fran 15 September thrcugh
16 Cetrgber the trocp started working the area ncrth and northwest of Phan Thiet,
receiving grcund to air fire twice, 0On 11 Octuber K Troop LOH's received fire
and the gunships expended resulting in 3 KBA, On 13 October while in support
of the 1/50 Mechanised Infantry Battalion two genships received fire &
a 1Z prep with ncgative hits, K Troop on the 17th of October worked north
of Dalat until stonding “own for redeployment on 30 October 1970.

(6) (U) Organisaticn: o change since last ORLL.
(7) (U) _Training:

(a) The Army Aviation Refresher Training Program of the
Squadron wns greatly enhanced as a result of refrcsher training provided by
the /MRTS courses, (See Inclcsure L)

(b) Aviaticn Training: (See Inclosure 5)
(¢) Special Training:

A Troop, B Trocp, cnd K Trocp Aero Rifle Platcen
personnel conducted classes at Camp Enari and Phan Thiet for the training
of ARW Sccut personncl from the 22nd and the 23rd ARW Divisicns am Acro
Rifle Platccns, This training included an cricnt. ticn on Liir Cavalry operations
with special cmphasis on repelling training,

(d) The Squadrcn engaged in training a total of 92 days
during the quarter,(Sce Inclcsure L)

(8) (C) Lcgistics:
(a) Supplies:

(1) Class I = A Trcop, B Troop, and D Troen drewr
retions from the 573rd S&S Campany, Pleiku, Republic of Vietnam, Troops drew
ratims fram the Lth Infantry Divisicn at An Xho, Reputlic of Vietnam, D Trocp
gperates a consclidatod field raticn mess for D Trocp and Headquarters and
Headquarters Troop,

(2) Class II - Supplics wore requisitioncd fram the
S573rd S48 Company, leiku, Republic of Victname

(3) Class III = Pockage PUL products were requisiticne
ed thrcugh the 573rd SAS Campany and issucd by S=i to the trocps. Diescl and
JP-4 wero requisitioned threugh the 573rd 343 CO, Pleilu, Republic of Vietnam,

CONFIDENTIAL
6




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-GB 12 November 1970
SUBJECTs Operaticnal Repart - Lesscns Learned, 7th Squadran, 17th Cavalry,
Perdod Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

Forward refueling sites wese established m a mission basis at Due CO, 12
Blackhewk, FSP Oasis, and Camp Enari,

(L) Class IV « Ccnstructicn materials werc acquired
through PAME and the Pcst Engineer,

(5) Class: V « Ammniticn was requisiticmed from the
ARVN ASP, Pleila, Ammniticn was pcsitioned farward at Kentum, FSB QOasis, 12
Blackhawk, mad Camp Enard in suppart of operaticns, A Troop and B Troop op-
crated a rearming point at Camp Holloway,

(6) Class VII - Majar end items, less aircraft an’
aircraft armament, were requisiticned from the 573rd 848 Company,

(7) Class VIII - Medioal material was requested thru
TNst Bvacuation Hospital, Pleiku, Republic of Vietnam,

(8) Class IX - Repair parts less medical and aircraft
ware requisitioned from 573rd S&S Company.

(9) Class IX = Lircraft parts were requisitimed
fram 604th Transportaticn Company,

(b) Requisiticns submitted during 1 September thru 31
October 1970

(1) Noneexpendable - 162
Completed - 32
Cancelled = L5
Taneln « 80
Open = 85

(2) FExpendable - 636
Completed « 69
Cancelled = 2442
Open - 325

(c) A reconciliation of all outstanding requisiticns is
made with the 573rd SIS Company each quarter,

(d) Reports of Swrveys submitted « 10
Camploted « 9
Open =« 1
Cancelled = O

(e) Combat Losses submitted - 39
tht;d -3

Open =
Cancelled -

CONF!,DENTIAL




AVBACB-GC CONFIDENTIAL 12 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt « Lessons Learmed, 7th Squadrcn, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U) :

(9) (U) Commmications: Signal anA lessage Center Commmicati:ns

(2) Goneral: During this quarter, the Tth Squadrcn,. .7th
Cavalry Cammmications Center maintained teletype cammnicaticns with the
17¢h Aviation Oroup (Combat), This was mainly land line teletype with the
exception of a brief period fram 18 Octcber 1970 through 21 Octcber 1970,
During this timc, radio teletype was established while the 17th 40 °(6)
Commnications Center was mcving.

(b) The L3rd Signal Battalicn maintained respcnaibility
for traffic on the Werld Wids Teletype Nete.

(c) On 16 September 1970, the Squadron Commmnicaticns Platccn
set up a dismounted AN/VCS+2 radio teletype station in Phan Thiet in support
of K Troop, 17th Cavalry, This fcrward statiom wes still in operatin at
the cnd of the quartcer,

(d) Radio teletype net cperation has been hampeéed threughe
cut the quarter duc tc faulty equipment and slawmcess of supp<rting maine
tenance service,

(e) Opcratinal Statistics: (Sce Inclecsure 5)

(10) (U) Material:

(a) Aircraft maintenancc support is previded tc the Squedren
by the 60Lth Direct Support unit as indicated belews

. ticn mvéocaticn
HET, Camp Hcllowoy, PLEIKU 604th NSU, Camp Rolloway, PLEIKU
A Troop, Camp Holloway, PLIIKU 60hith DSU, Camp Holloway, PLEIKU
B Troop, Camp Holloway, PLEIKU 604th ISU, Camp Holloway, PLEIKU
C Troop, Camp Radeliff, AN KHE é04th DSU, Camp Holloway, PLETKU

(b) Vehicle maintenance support is provided by fireet
support unit as indicated belcws

Dnit/Locaticn DSU/Lecaticn

HHT, Camp Hollowey, PLEIKU 624 Maint Bn, Camp Wilson, PLEIKU
A Troop, Camp Hllwmy, PLEIXU 624 Maint Bn, Camp Wilscn, PLETKU
B Troop, Camp Holleway, PLEIKU 624 Maint in, Camp Yilson, PLEIKU
C Troop, Camp Radeliff, AN KHE 62¢d Maint Bn, Camp Wilscn, PLEIKU
D Troop, Camp Hollowny, PLEIKU 624 Maint Dn, Camp Wilson, PLETKU

(c) Statistics cn aireraft strenrth and availability are
included in Inclcsure 6,

CONFIDENTIAL
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ATBACB~0C CONFIDENTIAL 12 November 1970
SUBJECT: Oherational Repcrt - Lesscind Leerned, fth Squadran, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 Octcber 1970, RCS CSFRSS (R2) (U) '

(11) (U) Civil Affairs:

(a) Generals Majcr areas of S5 activity during the last
quarter were cducaticn, sanitation, recreation, sponsoring cf social events,
and sponsoring the Catholic Orphanage of TU TAM,

(b) Operation and Training Activities:

(1) PLEI PCO NoO (AR 830366) ¢ During the third quarter,
the Civil Affairs tcam gave instructicn in the building cf bunkers and sett=-
ing up of their perimeter,

(2) 1A SCN (AR 817376) s During the last quarter the
Civil Affairs Team helped the villagers in setting up a small camunity
wvarehouse,

(3) TU TAM Crphanage 3 The S=5 in ccnjuncticn with D
Trcop 1s helping to suppcrt the orphanage of TU TAM by presenting additional
clothing, focd and toys for the children and (rganizing a picnic at BIEN HO
LAKE,

(¢) Logistics s The Civil Affairs Team received support from
IE TRQIG District, the Squadron Chaplain, D Troop, personal rescurces ¢f team
members, PLETKU Hospital, and the 71st Medical Evacuation Hospital,

(1) Civil Affairs Prcjects:

(1) Sanitaticn: The S5 team supplied 100 pounds of
soap for thce Montasmard villasers,

(2) Recreaticn: The S=5 team ccnducted ten hcurs cf
arganized sports for the children of both villages,

(3) Social Events: One picnic tc BIEN HO LAKE was
spanagred for the children in the crphanage of TU TAM,

(4) Psychological Operaticns: During the past quarter,
many reperts ¢f NVA troops and arcas of ccncentratien were received by the
S5 tcam from the villagers in both PLEI I'00 NGO and L& SON, The villagers
in beth villares arc most ccopcrative,

(S) Transportation: The S-S5 team provided transportaticn
for tho people of both villares to medical facilities and market twice
a week.

(6) Miscellanscus: The tcam distributed 10,000 1bs of
asscrted foodstuffs tc beth villages,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-XC 12 November 1970
SUBJECT: Opoerational Report - Lesscns Lesrned, 7th Squadrcn, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 Octcber 1970, RCS CSF(R«65 (R2) (U)

(12) (U) Accilent Preventicn:

(a) The accident rate per 100,000 flying hcurs was 72,8
for this quarter, The previocus quarter was 35,00 per 100,000 flying hcurs,

(b) For accident statistics fcr this quarter see
Inclcsure 7,

(23) (U) Religicus Puncticnas

(a) The 7/17th Cav Chaplain, during the quarter, ccoe
ducted a total of 12 Sunday and 20 weekly services, with a total attencance

of 1332, '

(b) Religicus services were ccnducted at Camp Hcllewey,
AN KHE, and PHAN THTET,

(¢) The 7/17 Cav Chaplain, during the quarter, m-de
796 visits to trocp arcas and made ccntact with 1,094 individunls, The
Chaplain made 16 hospital visits,

(d) The men of Camp Hclloway, through designated chapel
offerings and volunteer labcr, supported the ccnstruction of thc XUM MOL
Schoal and is ccntinuing to support the operational needs of the school,

In August of this year the Chaplain attended the cfficial dedication
ceramtnics,

(¢) Support is beinz piven to the TU TAM (rphanage,
Evangelicnl Clinic, anc Christian Missicnary Alliance missicnaries in
the arca,

(f) Chaplain (MAJ) Tracy L., Monness served as
fjuedron Chaplain thrcugh 21 Qctcber 1970,

(¢) Chaplain (MAJ) Ace J.F, McVay is presently assirmed
as Squadrcen Chaplain.

(1) (U) Medical Secticn:

(a) The medical section cf this squadrcn ccnsista cf a
flipght surgecn, a secticn sergeant, and eleven mecdics. There are twe meddcs
with each aerc rifle platon, ancd cne with each of the three platccns in
D Troon, With the exception of C Troop, all perscnnel receive thoir primary
medical care from the Camp Hollcway Disnens~ry., This dispensory is jcintly
ran by the Might Surpecns and medics of the 52nd Aviation Battalicn
(Ccmbat), and the Tth Squadrcn, 17th Cavalry,

(b) 4t Camp Helleway, the cispensary receives laboratcry
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12 Ncvember 1970

SUBJECTs Operatiomal Report = Lesscns Learncd, 7th Squadrcm, 17th Cavalry
Period Ending 31 Qctcber 1970, RCS CSPMR«S5 (R2) (U)

and x-ray support fram the 71st Evacuation Hospital, Medical Supplies
are cbtained from the 7lst Evacuaticn Hospital, and thru the S2md Aviaticn

Battalion (Cmbat)o
(c) Medical Statisticss

Previous Quarter
Patient Visite 863
Immnisaticns 900
Veneral Disease (1Y
Malaria 3
Hepatitis 0
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL _ \+
LTBACB-0B 12 November 1970
SUBJROT: Operational Repurt - Lessons Learmed, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Perdod Enting 31 October 1970, RCS CSPR-S5 (R2) (D)

2. (C) Secticn 2, Lessons Learneds Ccmmander's Cbservaticns, Evaluaticns
and Reccrmendations,

(a) (U) PERSONNEL: Ncme
(b) (U) INTELLIGENCE: lcne
(e) (C) OPERATIONSS

(1) Use of light cbservation helicopters (sccuts) in Air Cavalry
misaions.

(a) Observations: LOH's are unnocessarily endangering themselves
when they deesnd tc lock an area cver without first reconnoitering the
dominant terrain,

(b) Evaluaticns Casualties and aircraft damage have resulted
while reccnnoitering low terrain elevaticne withcut first determining through
direat obscrvation that the high grcund is free of enemy.

(o) Ccsmend Acticns Mission ccmmmders and sccut pilots have and
will ecntinue tc be alert to the afcre mentianed dmger, 4 Pyroe exchange cf
1d0as betwoen socut pilcts and migsicn cammmnders is enocuraged during fyequent
tactical discussions held for all pilotse

(2) Use of tactical air suppcrt,

(a) Observaticns Trcops have experienced difficulty in delivery
of apprcpriate tactical urdnance tc a given target,

(b) Evd uaticns Each trocp has in the past lcst the cppcrtunity
tc bring the full brunt of firepcwer againet the cnemy dus tc the dclays
and the impreper use cf tactical air capabilitics.

(¢) Recummendationss It is reccmmended that the PAC, TAC, and Air
Cavalry pcrecnunel moet cn a regular and rctating schedules to exchange infcrme’
aticn md ideas, It is further reccmmenced that FAC and TAC perscmnel be
allowod to obeervo Air Cavalyy tactics in the arca of cperaticng as a passenger
in Air Cawnlry aircraft,

(1) Commd Actim: The Air Cavd ry maintains a clcse liaison with
its supporting FAC's frcm the 173rd Adrbcrne, Time is pericdically talen to
stcp and discuss tastics and pricr airstrikes with the FAC perscunel that
suppert C Trocpe Mghter pilcts and FAC personncl have filoed ia tho twea
of operations with C Troop to vicw tactics an® needs of an Air Cavalry troop,
C Troop persomnnel have made trips to Thu Cat Air Force Base tc pet soquainted
with Adr Force pilota an® flight operatione perscnnel. These visits have

CONFIDENTIAL
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have enabled them to sece first hand the type of ordnmnce available and to
pot to perscnnally know the pilots that provide a strang arm to supplement
owr organic Air Cavd ry assets.

(3) Extraction of ARW Aero Rifle Platccn

(a) Obgervaticn: During the recont integraticn of the ARW Aaro
Rifle Platocn into the Air Cavdlry units in the Central Highlanis, B Trcop
encountered problems when extracting the ARVN ARP?’s., The problem enccuntered
we the timc required for the ARP persanel to relcad the extracticn aireraft
during extracticte, particularly when the picletip scne required the airoraft
to remain at a hower,

(b) Evaluaticn: For reascns of scewrity and safety of personnel
and crews, it is of utmcst importance that aircraft remain in the P2 the
shertcst time possible to extract the personnel.

{c) Recummendation: It is rcccrmended that ropes cr straps be
attached to the DeRing cn the flocr of UH-1H aircraft to assist the Aero
Rifle Platoon in relcading the extraction aireraft as expedicusly as possible,

(d) Command Action: Straps are available for installation in
TH-1H aireraft during extraction to reduce ground time in the PZ.

(@) (c) capmizcaTIoNs:
(1) Frequencies assigned an Lir Cavalry Troop.

(a) Observaticn: In the past all troops have experienced problems
with one or more wnits utilizing the same MM frequency and, at times, all
alternate frequencies.

(b) Evalusticnt This crcwding of frequencies causes many problems
in cormunications with the troop aircraft which could create an unstable
commnd situation in the area c¢f operaticns md also an extreme safcty hazard.

(¢) Reccmmendation: Clcaer lianson at headquarters to ensurc, cue
tc the high mobility of the Air Cavalry, specinl ccnsideraticn be given to
frequencies that arc assigned. It ies further reccmmended that extra frequene
cies be assigned to supported units fcr use by Air Cavalry units.

(4) Comman! Action: The troops have been notifying higher headquarte
ers cf the mlti-interference that is expericnced in (ur area cf operatioms,
Cur supported vnit, 173rd /irberne Brigade, supplies us with usuable MM
frequencies, We have also requested that they cbtain extra frequencies thnt
will be free of traffic far (ur use in their area cf cperaticns,

(2) Commmnicaticns between Ccnwvcy Vehicles and the Escorte.

CONFIDENTIAL
1




AVBACB-(B CONHDEN”AL 12 November 1970
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadren, 17th Cavdlry
Period Ending 31 Octcber 1970. RCS CSP(R-65 (R2) (V)

(a) Observaticns Convey escorts cannct communicate with esccrted
vehicles during convcy runs,

(b) Evd uvaticns Lack of radfic communication on escorted vehicles
leads to breaks in the oenvoy, ccnfusicn, and losses cf convey ccntrols Sume
convoy vehicles got behind and speed uwp and cause large breaks in the convoy
fermations

(c¢) Recommendaticn: All drivers should be briefed cn ccnvoy
procedures by the esccrt commander, Where possible, escorted vehicles
should be prcvided a radio to facilitate comand, The use of hand signals
between cscerts and convoy vehicles helps mointain proper distances. The use
of hmd held flares to signal elements of the convoy of danger (ambush, accid-
ents, ctc) is recommended,

(4) A1l drivers in the convey are briefed by the escort cocmmander,
Hand held flares and hand signals are used tc facilitate ccntrol during a
canvCye

(o) (U) MATERIALs Kcne
(£) (U) _saFery:
(1) Painting of Lizht Observaticn Heliccpters,

(2) Observaticn: In the past the troops have experienced difficnl-
ties keeping the Light Observaticn Heliccptor (LOHs) in sight during visual
reconnnissances The LOH would blend into the green fcolisge and observaticn
from the orbiting Cobra gunships abcve was cxtremely difficult.

(b) EvAuaticn: The present LOH marking system is inac te for
the mission as cur Crbra gunships must have the LOH's in sight at times .
By regulation the cnly markings authorized arc internaticnzl crange on the
yYerticd and horizcntal stabilizer and white markings on the rotor blades.
The painting of the rctoar blades is visible from above only when the LOH
is in straight and level flipht and cannct be observed while the LOH is in
a turn, thus muking direct observation from above extremely difficult.

(¢c) Recommendation: It is recamied=d thet LOH's performing a scout
missicn be marked in the following manner: A six (6) inch white stripe
be painted on top of the tail boem extending its entire length and terminating
at the ongine inlect fairing, Three (3) six (6) inch white strips be painted
in there on the international orange mnd herisontal stabiliser, the rctor
blades should remain painted in their present confipuraticn, (See attnched
Inclosure 8)

W
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AT3ACB-GB 12 November 1970 -
SUBJECT: Opcrational Repart - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadren, 17th Cavalry,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(6) Ccmmand Actim: C Troop. 7/17th Air Cavalry is prosently
operating with IOH's painted in the above mentioned canfiguraticn. Through
discussions and field expericnce it has been found that this mcthod of
markinzs is casily identifiable from above no matter how scvere a mancuver
the LOH might be forcod tc take. The fact that the LOH'Ss are easily idente
ifiable increases our safcty in the arca c¢f operations as the covering
gunships can react quickly and violently when the enemy aituation warrants
such Acti.

i

e /
Sulbdesd”

Camnanding

Inclosure 1: Organizational Structure

Inciouure 3 tiunal Statics

rlesu—s—" +—Signal-and Message—snbter—Binbiovies
Inclosure 63 Aircraft Strength and Availability
Inclosure 7t Accident Summary

Inclosure 8: D of HOA
Incls 2, 4&5 w/d HQ DA
DISTRIBUTION:

2 CINCUSARPAC, APTNs OPBP-DT AP0 96558

3 CG, USARV ATTN:  AVHCG-DST, AP0 96375

2 CG, lst Avn Bde, ATTH: AVBAHC~O, AP0 96384

10, €O, 17th AG (Cbt), ATTNs AVBACB-SC, APO 96316

INFO COPIESS
CG, Headquarters II Military Region
€0, Lth Inf Div, ATTNs AVDDH-GC, APO 96262
1 Each Organic Trocp
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PRECEIDNS PAGE BLAMK-NOT FILNED

AVBACE-SC (12 Nov 7€) 1et Ind
SURJECT: COperational Report - Lessons Learned, 7/17th Air Cavalary
Squadron, Period Inding 31 Cctober 1970,

DA, HEADCUARTORS, 17TH CCIBAT AVIATIC! GRCUT, APC 96316 23 November 1070

TC: Department of the Army (ACSFCR, DA), Washington, D.C. 20310
Cormanding General, I Fiald Force Vietnam, AP0 96350

(U) This headquarters has revieved the attached remort, considers it
adequate and concurs vith the contents.

FOR THC CCI2°ANDER:

/e/Robert T, Buisson
/t/RCLERT T, BUISSCN
1LT, FA
Asst Adjutant
CF:
CO, 7/17th ACS

A TRUE CQPY:
U frses
.0

cPT, INF
Agst S-3
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AVFA-GC-HIST (12 Nov 70) 2nd Ind ;ug
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry, Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS, CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam, APO S. F. 96350
TO: Commanding Gemeral, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

1. This headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
Lessons Learned and concurs, except as noted below.

2. Reference Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observation, Evalua-
tions, and Recommendations: Paragraph 2f (1)(c): The painted configura-
tion of the LOH's as stated is not in compliance with USARV Reg 95-27, Subj:
Conspicuity Markings for Army Aircraft: however, it is recommended in the
interest of safety, the LOH's continue to operate as marked. A request for
an evaluation will be requested from safety personnel at USARV in light of
a possible change to the regulation.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

\

2OBERT W. NAYAOR
T, AGC
Asst AG

CF:
1 - CO, 17th AVN GP (C), (LESS ORLL)
1 - CO, 7th SQDN, 17th CAV, (LESS ORLL)

17
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AVBAGC (12 Nov 70) 3d Ind

SUBJLCT: Operational keport - Lessons Learned, Headcuarters, 7th S.uadron, 17th
Cevalry, Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS, CSFCR-65 (R2) (U)

Di, Headcuarters, lst Aviztion krigade, APO 96384 27 JAN 181
T0s Coirmanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGS=UST, APO 96375

(U) This tieadcuarters has reviewed the Operaticnal Report - Lescons Learned
and concurs with its contents.

FOR THE COIDANDLRs

HaRULD Co PHILLIPS
hAsst AG
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AVHDO-DO (12 Nov 70) 4th Ind
SUBJiCT: JUperational Report - Lessons Learned, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry,
Period rnding 31 October 1970. RCS CSFOR-o5 (R2) (U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 18 MAR 1971

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period endiny 31 October 1970 from Headquarters, 7th Squadron,
17th Cavalry and concurs with comments of indorsing !eadquarters.

2, Comments follow:

a. Heference item concerning "Freguencies assigned an Alr Cavalry Troop,"
page 13, paragraph 2(d)(1). FM freguencies are assigned on a repetitive basis
based on noninterference due to location and range, This criteria is at times
ineffective because of the increased range attained when FX radios are mounteq
in aircraft, However, extra frequencies which are free of interference is
an excellent solution to an annoying problem, Unit has been so advised.

b. neference itep concerning "Painting of Iight Observation Helicopters,"
page 14, paragraph 2(f£)(1) and 2nd Indorsement, paragraph 2: concur. 4
similar paint scheme should also be adopted for the OH-58 helicopter. Unit

%/,ﬁ(ﬂf—-é

wk W. Stevens Jr.
vaptan AGC
¢ atant Adptant General

FOi THk COMMANURR:

Cy furn:
{st Awvn Bde
7th Squadron, 17th Cav
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GPOP-DT (12 Nov 70) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry for
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APC San Francisco 96558 31 MAR 1971

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR "HE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

A
L.M. OZAKI
cPT, AGC
Asst AG
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CROANIZATICNAL STRINGTH CF SUBCRDINATE UNITS AS ¢F §1 CCTGBER 1970

1, Headquartcrs ond Headquarters Troop, Camp Halloway, Pleiku, Rephhlic
of Vietnam is orzaniscd in acccrdance with MIOE 17-96T and equipped with
S WH Helicopters,

2, Troop A, Camp Holloway is organized in accepfiance with MICE 17987

and is oquijped with 9 AHI1G, 10 L(H's, and 8 I™1H Helicopters. The maintenanca
and avionic detachmonts that were seporated from the troop are ncw integrated
within the troop,

3. Trocp B, Camp Holloway, is arganized in acccrdance with MIOE 17«67

is equipped with 9 /H1G's, 10 IKH's, and 8 UHIH Helicopters, The maintenance
and avienic dctachmeonts that were scparated from the trecp are now dntegprated
within the trocp,

ke Troop C, Camp Rodeliff, An Xhe, Republic of Vietnam is organized in
acecrdance with MIOE 17«98T and 18 cquipped with 9 AH1G's, 10 LOR'e, and
8 UH1H Helicopters, The maintenance and avionic detachments that were
scparate from the troop arc now integrated within the trocp,

Se Trcop D, Cam Hcllcway, is 2 standard whecl mcunted ground cavalry
trocp crganized in accardance with MIOE 17-08T,

6. See pages 2 & 3 of this Inclosmre for crpanisaticnal chorts,

CONFIDENTIAL
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OPERATTI(NAL STATISTICS F(R THE "ERID
1. (C) Resultss

SRTIES TROOES
UNITs COMBAT OTHER LIFTED

n 569 27 1,230
TRP A 6,182 653 3,299
TRP B 2,211 197 2,959
TRP C 6,032 3 5,930
TRP D - oo —
TRP K

DETAINE'S: S

Engsy Material Coptureds

10 = 1lbs of Jocuments
250 - rounds of AK/LT ammo

2 = B/40 rocket launcher/ w sight
1 - RPG rocket launcher/ w sight
250 - blasting caps

6 - AK/47 rifles

CARGO STRUCTIRES
(Tms) KA KA DSSTROTED
n 0 0 emtoe
None. 25 5 66
Nane 13 0 123
None 10 0 68
-— ) DR
3 0 3

2 = rolls of time fuse

15 -« 1bs of assorted medical
suoplies

LO - ponches
21 « Barmocks
10 entrenching tools

2. (C) ORCWND TO AIR FIRE FOR THE PERICD:

OHGA * AR

- UKIH

A/C RECV A/C A/CRECY A/C A/ RECY A/C™

= G/A FIRE HIT G/A FIRE HIT

m -] "] (-] o
A TRP 9 3 3 0
B ™mP 22 9 n 7
C TRP U 6 5 0
K IRP 3 0 2 0
TOPAL L8 18 a

/A FIRE HIT
0

MO © @ » o

1
o}
0
0
1

~lncleowe-3- CONFIDENTIAL
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CH6A AB-20 TH-1H
TROOP G/AFIRE HIT OA FRE HIT 0/ FIRE HIT
ATGUST 1970
HQ TRP ) 0 0 0 0 0
A TRP 3 2 1 0 0 0
B TRP 7 3 2 2 0 )
¢ TRP 3 3 0 0 ) 0
K TRP 0 0 0 o ) 0
SEPT"MBER 1970
HQ TRP 0 0 ® 0 ¢] 0
A TRP 3 0 ’ 0 1 0
B TRP 8 2 s 0 0 0
C TRP 7 2 2 ) 0 0
K TRP 0 0 0 o 0 U
(CTOBER 1970
HQ TRP 0 0 0 0 0 0
A TRP 3 1 1 ) 1 1
B TRP 7 4 5 0 0 0 ’
C TRP N 1 3 0 0 0
K TRP 3 ) 2 0 ) 0
3. (C) Adrcraft Lost and Damoged:
Wit AIRCRAFT ST DAMAGED
HQ TRP UHIH 1 (NCTE 1) <]
A TRP H6A 7 (NCTE 2) 2
AH1LO 1 (NOTE 3) )
UH1R 2 (NOTE L) e
B TRP CHGA 2 (NOTE 5) 3
AH0 1 (NOTE 6) 0
UHIH 3 (NCTE 7) )
C TRP OH&A 2 (NCTE 8) 2
AHI0 2 (NCTE 9) 1
UHIH 0 6

25
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NOTE 1 VNAF Transfer

NOTE 2 Three each Ccmbat Damape, two each Crash Damage, cne each Gambat
loss, one cach Extensive Mairtenznce,

NOTE 3 One each Crash Loss.

NOTE L4 Two each Crash Loes,

MTE 5 One each Combat Loss, ane each Crash Damage.

NCTE 6 Cne each Cambat Loss,

NOTE 7 Two each WAF Transfer, one each Crash Loss,

NOTE 8 Two each Combat Loss,

NOTE 9 One each Crash Loes, cne each Extensive Maintenance,

e (C) Flying Hour Stetistics (Based on DA Form 1352)

ae Average Mcnthly Flying Hours by type Aireraft and by Troop:

UNTT CH6A AHIG UHIH
HQTRP N/A N/ - 283
A TRP L2k Lol 366
B TRP L2 339 336
C TRP 163 L52 383

be Average Monthly ¥lying Hcurs by Troop and by Tyve Jireraft:
OHOA AH1G UH1H

1329 1192 1368

¢e¢ Cumlative Flying Hours by Trocp and by Type Aircraft:

WIT  H6A AHIG UHIH TCTAL
HQ TRP- N/ N/a 8L9 8l

A TRP- 1272 1202 1097 /N
B TRP 1326 1018 1007 3351
C TRP 1388 1357 1150 3895

d, Cumlative Flying Hours by Type /iircraft:

CHGA AH1G UH1H ALL A SO
3986 3577 1103 11,666
i
26
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ATRCRAFT STRYNOTH AND AVAI LABILITY

1. (C) Aireraft Strength as of 31 Cetcber 1970:

HQ TRP 0/0 0/0 /5 /5

A TRP 10/9 9/9 8/8 /2% |
B TRP 10/1¢ 9/8 8/8 2 /26 i
C TRP 10/10 9/9 8/8 21/217 5

2, (C) Average Aircraft Availability by trocp and by Type Adrcraft
(1 August = 31 Cotober 1970)

UNIT CHEA AH10 UHH

AQ TRP N/A N/A 92% Or
7% NCRM
1£ NORS

A TRP 75% OR 72% CR 88¢ OR
11% NRM 114 NORM &4 NoR
1% NORS 17% NORS 6% N(RS

B TRD 792 (R 69% R 82¢ R
12% NORM 2L% NERM 13% NCRM
9% N(RS 7% NCRS £¢ NORS

C TRP 80% (R 71 R+ 80
13% NCRM 26% NORM 1k% NORM
7 NRS 3% NORS 6% NORS

27
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Safety Statistics for the Pericd Based on OPREF « § Flying Hours

1. (U) 1 August 1970 = 31 Oct.cber 1970

TROOP

H Q TRP
L TRP

B TRP

C TRP
17

AUGUST 1970

HQ TRP
A TRP
B TRP
C TR?
/17

SEPTEMBER 1970

HQ TRP
A TRP
B TRP
C TRP
/17

OCTOBER 1970

HQ TIP
A TRP
B TRP
C TRP
717

HOURS FLOWN

793
391
3182

3502
10968

233
1090
99k
1259
3576

290

1078
1338
5002

270
1105
3110

3390

ACCIDENTS

=N O FooFEC o= PPNO

[eNoNoNeNe
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RATE
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3o (C) ACCIDENT SUMMARIES BY MChin

(a) Avgusts Four Accidents:

1. (n 16 August 1970, Trocp A, (H-G1,9N 67=26361, Pilot Flennikan
experienced a loss of tail yotér: and quill. The pilot autorctated and
severed the tallboam on touchdown. Unable to shut dowm the viclently vib-
rating aircraft, the orew exited safely. The aircraft tall rotar gear
box has been sent in for analysis. The tail rotar dlades were not recovered
after three days of search., The cause of the failure is pending teardown
analysis,

2. (n 22 fugust 1970, Troop A, (H=-6i, SN 67-16152, Pilot Farrell,
experienced a loss of roter RPM while at slow flirht on a visual reconnais-
sance. The pilot tvrned into the wind and landed hard in & sicped clearing,
The observer w2s ‘njured when he immediately exited and ran intc the main
roter blades. The cguse of the loss of power is uniknown, pending fuel ccntral
teardowm analysias,

3. (n I Auvgust 1970, Trocp A, UH=1H, SN 67-17750, "iloct (ushten,
turned over in an PZ. The FZ had alcping grcund with fwo foot decp furrcws.
(ne skid hung wp and the coepilet over ccntrolled the aircraft and the nilot
was unablc tc save the atreraft, The zircraft turned up-side down but no
cne was gericusly injured.

Le (n 31 August 1970, Trocp A, UH-1H, SN 66=16651, Milet Caraker,
exverienced an cngine failure and landed on sloping terrain, The aireraft
fell on its right =mide causing structurd domage, None ¢f the‘crew was
injured, fCavse of the engine failvre will be Aetermined by teardawn -nalysis.

(b) Septembers  Four Accidents:

le On 9 Soptember, Troop B, UHelH, SN 67-17723, "ilot Hafner,
experienced a hard landing due to low rctar RPM, (n a check ride the piloct
saw that he was going to land short of thc runway on an autcrotation. The
IP tcok centrol ans! attempted a power recovery, bgt the throttle was binding.
The IP stretched the glide lcsing R™M, which resulted in a hard landing,
The threttle linkage was found to be exces ‘vely dirty. The thrcttle
bearing was sent in for analysis,

2. (n 13 Scptember 1970, Trcop A, AH-1G, SN 68<151119, ~ilot
Clauscn, amerienced an engine failure over hcstile terrain, Having nc
suitable force londing area, the pllct crashed into the trees. Due to enery
presence the alrcraft w:s nct recovered and the cause of the enrine fillyre
cannot be cdetermined,

mﬂ On 18 September 1970, Trccp G, AH=1G, SN 6815819, Pilot Therpe,
had a rotor strike a ccnex conteiner, The pilot plcked the aireraft

up to a hcver and Lurned apprcximately 90 desrces in the L-shaped revotment
and struck the aireraft tall roter on a cinax contaiber that the Post
Engineers had placed near the revetment vhen warking on the airfisld drainngc,
The result was a hard landing and damage tc the taill rctor drive treine N
cno was injured,
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Ls On 19 Scptember 1970, Troop B, (Hefh, SN 69-16006, Pilct Hebert,
cxpericnced an engine failurc n take off and the aireraft landed hard,
The pilot received back injuries when the collqpsable secat failed to ccllapse
due tc a teemical manual under the seat, The co=pilot was struck in the fead
by the turning roter blades after exiting the heliccpter. The cause of the
engine failure will be determined by teardom analysis,
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